Donnybrook Land Resumption,

Fegislatibe Issembip,

Thursday, 12th Seplember, 1803,
Resumption of Land for Donybrook Raif way— Mail
communication between Coolgardie and Novse-
manton—Qualification of applicants for the office
of Government Medical Officer— Wesleyan Metho-
dists (Pricate) Bl report of Select Committe—
Coolgueadie-Kalgoorlie Bill:  second veading ;
i Commitlee—Strony Room for Land Titles
Department ;  consideration of  Leylslative
Council’s Message—Parks and Reserves il :
second  reading; in  Commitiee— Estimaies,
18956 ; further considersd in Commitiec—
Trustee Ordinance. 1854, sAmendment Ll ;
Jirst reading-——Adjourmuent.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’¢lock, p.m,
PrAYERS,

RESUMPTION OF LAND FOR DONNY.-
BROOK RAILWAY.

Mr. RANDELL, in accordance with nofice,
nsked the Commissioner of Railways, whether
he would give the following information ou the
resumption of land for the Donnybrook rail-
way, &c.:—

1. Whether it was a fact that two land-
holders offered their lands, before the resump-
tion, at 15s. nond £1 per acre, respectively.

2. What reply was mnde to such offer, if
made.

3. The reagons for afterwards referring the
matter to arbitration.

4, The amounts paid to each owner under
the awards of the arbitcators,

5. The amounts paid for costs to ownera.

6. The nmounnt of the Government expenses.

7. Whether there was any objection tolay
all the papers connected with the resumption
and awards on the table of this House.

The COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W, Venn) replied as follows :.—

1. 1t is a fact that o landowner, in Decem-
ber, 1893, did offer to the engineer of the line
certain land at £1 per acre.

2. This was before the sarvey for land
resumption had been completed, and the offer
could not at once be accepted, and before the
matter was ready for my decision the offer was
withdeawn,

8. Oun the Gth October, 1894, Mr. Trigwell
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was offered £2 per acre for the land actually .

resnmed and for compensation for severance,
but he claimed £15 per aere and declined the
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offer ; hence the wmatter was referred to
arbitration.
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7. There is no objection to lay the papers on
the table of the House, as soon a8 thoy can be
had from the Legislative Counecil.

MAIL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
CQOLGARDIE AND NORSEMANTON.

Mr. MORAN, in accordance with notice
asked the Premier, whether the Government
were considering the advisability of establish-
ing a bi-weckly mail service between Coolgar-
die and the large and important mining centre
at Norsemanton.

Ture PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat) replied
that the department had considered the mat-
ter, and did not feel justified in going to
this expense, in view of a weekly mail having
been arranged for between Esperance and
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Norsemantou. Should a greater demand
arise, the matter wonld receive nttention.

APPLICANTs FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF
GOVERNMERYT MEDICAL OFFICER.

Me. RANDELL (for Mr. James), nsked the
Premier :—

1. The numes of the gentlemen who applied
for the posicion of Government Medical Officer
now, or recently, oseupied by Dr. Waylan,

2. The qualifications puossessed by these
applicanta.

3. The qualifieations of . Lovegrove, and
when they were obtained ; and

4. The date of Dr. Lovegrove’s arrivalin
the colony ; and whether, if at all, he had since
visited either the sister colonies or kingland.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest} replied
as follows —

1 and 2. Not having obtained the permis-
sion of the applicants, [ hesitate to give their
names and qualifications. [f, however, itis
desired that I should ask the permission of
the applicants, I shall be glad to do so.

3. Member of the Royal Coilege of Surgeons,
England, 1867,

4, In 1868. I believe he has not since
visited either the sister colonies or England.

WESLEYAN METHODIST (PRIVATE) BILL.
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Tus AT{ORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt), in accordance with nofice, moved the
adoption of the report of the Selvet Committee
on this Bill.

Tie CHARMANOF COMMITTEESreport-
ed te the House that the Bill coniuined the
several provisions required by the Standing
Ordera. He wished, however, to inforin the
House, under the provisions of Standing
Order, No. 33, relating to Private Bills, that
in his opinion thia Bill wasnot & Private Bill,
but a Public Bill. In support of that opinion
he relied upon the following guotation from
“ May, p. 640; “ In 1871 a Hill for reguiating
“ the management of certain trusk preperties
“ of the Presbyterinn Church of Ireland was
“ introduced into the House of Lords asa
« private Bill ; but, objection being taken to
* legislation upon such u subject by means of
"y Private Bill, the Bill was withdrawn, and
“ a Public Bl for effucting the same object
“ was passed by both Houses.
" snme session, the like proceedings ocenrred
* in the vase of a Bill to regulate the proceed-
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i and I con assure those

And, in the '
" reasonof the Government undertaking the

Conlgardie-Eelgoortie Railway.

“ ings and powers of the Primitive Wesleyan
* Methodist Society of Treland.”

Tue SPEAKER : I am of opinion that this
Bill was introduced properly ss a Private Bill
and couid not have been introduced otherwise.
I notice that both in Queensland and New
South Wuales Billa brought in for exactly a
similar object as the present Bill, were intro-
duced as Private Bills; and, in South Anstrulia,
when a Bill to create certain fresh trusts on
account of the Church of England was
introduced, the swmne course was followed,
There is no doubt in my mind that the Bill
now before the House isa a Private Bill.

Motion, for the adoption of the Select Com-
mittee’s report, put and pnased.

COOLGARDIE-KALGOORLIE RAILWAY
BILL.

SECOND EBRRADING.

Tar COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W. Vemn): In moving the second
reading of this Bill it will not be necessary
for me to eay more than very few words.
The Bill provides for the extenmion of the
railway from Coolgardie to Honnan's, or Kal-
goorlie. Ihave already placed upon the table
of the House the necessary plans showing the
route which it is proposed this line shall take,
as far as it is piacticable at present to lay it
down, but allowing for a deviation on either
gideof ten miles. Members, of course, know that
no survey of the proposed railway has yet been
made, and it is necessary, when passing a Bill
like this, to give sufficient latitude 10 enable
the engineer to lay down the best and most
effective Lline of railway possible. The distance
betwoen Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie is only 25
wiles, nnd the roud is a fairly open road. 'The
country to be traversed is not level, but fairly
undulating. The engineering difficulties are
practically small, nor ave there likely to be any
deviations, so far as [ know, from the line ua
laid down o= the plan, thongh it has been
done, T may alnost say, at haphazard. [ may
guy that the Governwent propose t.» undertake
thie work as early as they can, after they are
in possession of the line now being constructed
between Southern Cross and Coolgardie ;
mewbers who
are interested in  the Mullewa-Cue
railway that there will be no delay whatever
caused in the prosecution of that wurk Ly

construction of thia line to Kalgoorlie, which
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will not be commenced before the Murchison
rajlway is fairly io hand. Hon. members,
therefore, who feel any anxiety on that point,
need not entertain any apprehension that there
will be any delay in regard to that undertaking.
'They may accept that assurance from me, na
coming from the Government. I have nothing
further to say, Sir. [ believe this railway to
Hannan’s is a line which counnends itself very
much to the House, and to the colony generally,
aod [ have much pleasure in moving the
second reading of the Bill.

Me.MORAN : Idonot intend to say morethan
three or four words on this Bill, and they are
to thank the Government for their promptitude
in bringing it forwnrd, and for their promise
that the work shull be proceeded with as soon
us practicable. The oaly thing I would like to
impress uwpon the Commissiorer is this: the
hon. gentleman said the Government intended
tn proceed with this line as soon ag the railway
now in course of construction between South-
ern Cross and Coolgardie is handed over to
thew by the contractor. ''hat will he some
considerable time hence, wnd it might be
ndvisabie for the Commissioner to consider
whether he could not do something to expedite
the commencement of thise Kalgoorlie line
before the Coolgardie line is formally handed
over to the Government. We may fairly
assumo that the contractor for thatline will
be in no hurry to hand it over to the
Government, when he is making a big profit
out of it; and we mey take it us u matter of
certainty that the Government will not get
possession of that line one day before the con-
tract date expires, even if they get it then.
We know that ditficulties and delays generally
crop up in connection with big contracts of
this kind. What I wish to ask the Com-
missioner is, whether sowmething could
not be done so that this line to Kalgoorlie may
be taken in hand before the Uoolgardie line is
finally hunded over to the Government? I
desire to agunin thank the Governwment, as the
representative of that part of the colony most
deeply concerned in this work, for their promp-
titude in bringing forward the Bill. In
doing so they are pursuing a right course, in
pushing forward u work that is urgently need-

ed ; and I have no doubt that the people on the :

fields fully recognize and appreciate the action
of the Government inthis matter, as also in the
matter of the prosecution of other worke for
the developmeunt of the goldfields. - It is the
surest possible way for allaying any feeling of
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discontent there may exist, and the strongeat
and most convincing argument that could be
put forward against that cry of separabion
which hus been henrd in somne quarters, [
hope that this vigorous public works policy
will be continued, so long as it is conducted on
safoprinciples. I canonly add that I trust the
snine public spiril which animates the Govera-
wentin huilding these railwnys will prompt
them to assimilate the freight rateson the Yil-
garn line with the rates charged upon the
other railways oi the colony. I cannot lose a
single oppovéunity of mentioning this matter,
und [ hope it will be well considered by the
Govermnent during the recess.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time, and committed.

IN COMMITTEE,

Clause 1—Short title:

Put and passed.

Clause 2—* Authority to construct:”

Mr. GEORGE said ho wished to emphasise
what bad fallen from the hon. member forYil-
guarn, as t¢ expediting the comwencement of
this line hefore the Coolgardierailway was hand-
ed over to the Government. This could prob-
ably be done by introducing conditions into the
contract, providing aygueinst any delay owing
to the non-completion of the line now in course
of construction. He hoped the Commissioner
would make a note of that.

Clause agteed to.

Cluuse 3.—Devintion :

Put and passed.

Schedule put and passed.

Preamble and title :

Agreed to.

Bill reported
report ndopted.

without amendwment, und

STRUNG ROOMS FOR LAND TINILEZ
OFFICE.

On the motion of the PRemiEr, the House
wenb inte committee for the consideration of
the followiug resolution received, hy message,
from the Legislative Council: “'That it is
desirable, in the interests of the public, that a
stron ¢ room und suitable premises be speedily
erected for the Registry of Deadsand the office
of Lanl Titles, and thut the officers of the
department be consulted in respect of its
requirewenis.”

Tue PREDMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), with-
out cownment, moved that the resolution be
agreed to.
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Mz, ILLINGWORTH wished to ¢licit from
the Government what their intentions were
with reference to the location of this strong
room. If it was to be a strong room attached
1o the present Land Titles Office, then all he
had to say was, they would not be rising to
the necessities of the case, This rovm, which
would hold the securitiesof the wholecolony in
vespect of land poasessions, for all time, ought
to be isolated from all other buildings, so as to
avoid the danger of fire, and the destruction of
securities which could never be replaced. The
importance of this point had been so fully
realised in Vietoria that the Governmeant of
that colony paid so large a sum as £200,000,
for the purchase and removsl of a large timber
yard which, being on the opposite side of the
street to the rooms where the land titles were
deposited, was, inconsequeuceof its propingquity,
o standing menace to the security of thab
building. He hud heard that it was intended to
put this atrong roow in the new huilding that
waa to he erected on the vacant piece of land
adjoining the present Assemhly Chamber. If
that was the intention, all he could say was
the Government would simply be doing athing
which would have to be undone again, in the
course of a few years. Or, if it was intended
to bave this room attached to the Land Titles
building, or, indeed, any other huilding, it
would, in his opinion, be a mistake.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(fon. H. W. Venn) said the present intention
he believed, was to havethisstrong room in the
bagement of the new building fthat w~ould
occupy the site referred to, adjoining the
Legislative Assembly Chamber, and facing
Howick-street. He did mot think the hon.
member need be apprehensive that there would
be much danger from fire, it the room were
properly constructed ; and he might say that
great care would be taken in designing this
roow, with the view of making it secure,
because the Government guite realised the
necessity there was for taking every pre-
caution against the destruction of the valuable
documents thut would Le stored in this build-
ing. Tt might, perhaps, be a goed thing, in

[ASSEMBLY. |

som¢ respects, if they conld adopt the hon. |
. soon want a strong room as large us the

member's snggestion, and have the strong room
isolated, like » powder magazine, from ull
other buildinge ; but such a thing seemed to
him impracticable. Nor did he see the necessity
for it, so long us every cure and precaution

were observed in the planning nnd construe- |
tion of the room, with the special object of -
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making it fire-proof, and frec from all danger
of destruction. These conditions would, he
thought, be attainable if the room were placed
in the basement of the building proposed to be
erected on the suggested site. Atany rate, the
hon. member might take the assurance of the
Government that, in the constrnction of
this strong room, every care and precaution
would be talen to ensure the safety of the
documents lodged in it.

Mer, MORAN had nadoubt the Government,
i locating and constructing this room, would
udopt all the precautionary measures which
modern experience in the construction of such
rooms suggested, such as fire-proof walls and
fire-proof safes ; and, it appeared to him that
if the room was to he located in the basement
of u building, on the site proposed, it might be
rendered absolutely safe from fire.

THp ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. §
Burt) asked whether the hon. member for
Nunnine suggested that the building con-
taining this strong room should be away
sltogether from the Land Titlea Office or
any other buildiny ¢ [Mr. ILoiNeWORTH:
Yes] Of course, that wonld be a safe way of
dealing with the matier; but o very incon-
venient, if not impracticable, way. ‘I'he
officers of the Land Titles department had oc-
casion to make constant reference to the bulky
und unwieldy volumes stored in this room, and
it would never do to have them moved about
from one room to another, ss they were re-
quired. It seemed to him that the only
possible way to meet the dificulty would be ta
erect a completely separate building for the
Land Titles Office, and to have this strong
rooin attached to that building. "Thesubjeet
no dounbl, required very serious attention
before this building was constructed, and he
had some doubt whether there wzs room
enough for such u buiiding on the site indicat-
ed, becanse this was a growing department,
Every new township declared, and every
{ransuction in land, added to the Lulk of the
volumes stored Ly the department; and the
way these recoerds of land titles were
multiplying was reully extraordinary. He
thought that, before muany years, they would

chumler they were now sitting in, for accom-
wodating all these volumes ; and, if they were
going to rise to the oceasion (usthe hon. mem-
ber for Nannine hud suggested). it appeared to
him they omght to erect a new building for
the Land Titles Department, separate from the
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uvther offices, and bave this stroag room
attached to it. He did not see how they wers
going toisclate the room from the Land Titles
building, when there was » constuntly re-
curring necesaity for reference to the volumes
stored in this strong room.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH strongly urged the
Governmeant to take some udvice Lefore pro-
ceeding with this work, [Fnless judgment and
care were exercised, and ample space waos
provided, it would be found that this raom, in
the course of & few years, would be useless.
Tt was quite clear to his mind that the aven
available on the site suggested was not
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sufficient for the purpose, looking at the .

immenes and growing volume of the trans-
actions in land which must necessarily talcs
place in a hage colony like this.

My, R.F. SHOLL said everyone agreed a3
to the neceseity of having a strong roow for
storing land titles,and nodoubt the Government
would exercise every precaution in construct-
ing such a room, o as tomeet all requirements.
He did not think if members were to discuss
the question until to-murrow worning they
wonid he able to tell the Government what
sort of a roow they ought to build. Surely
the officers of the Works Departwent woald
rise equul to the occusion, when they knew
the importance of ensuring sbsolute security
tor the documents that woulil be stored in
this building.

Resolution put und passed.

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
SECOND READING.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): In
rising to move the second reading of this Bili,
I way point ont that the object we have in
view is for the Government to be uble to
place public parks und reserves under boards
of management, and give to these Boards
certain powers. Hon. members will notice
in the Bill that the Governor is given power
to oppoint Bowmrds for the control and
management of parks und reserves ; and the
duty of the Board will be to control and
manage the public parks and reserves so com-

mitied to their eare, and employ in sueh con-

trol and management any funds that may ha
provided for thie purpose by Parlimwent, os
well as uny funds arising from profits, such
as penalties, coming into their hands. Clanse
8 provides thut Hourds of Munagement may,
with the approval of the Governor, make by-
laws for giving effect to this Bill, in respect
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to the parka and reserves commitied to their
care; and the clause sets forth what these
regulutions may provide for. The Bill also
provides that these Roards shall kecp accounts,
and transimit them to the Trewsury in the
ordinary way, This s anll Bill will be found
very useful. Tdo not inesn to say it will supply
nll that may he necessary in the future, butit wil
cartaiuly be useful by giving the Government
power to nppoint Boards for controlling parka
and reserves, by 1eguluting the traffic in them,
wird controlling the conduct of persons using
them. This isa power which thu Government
ghould have; and especially now that we nre
improving the Parl on Mouont Eliza, some pro-
vigion of this sort is absolutely necessary, in
order thal there way be a Board of Manage-
r ent for regulating the traflic, and for exercis-
ing sowe control over the persons using the
park. 'I'his ie & kind of legislation that finds
a piace in the luws of other colonies, as well
as in other parts of the world; and the neces-

gity has mnow arisen for having che
snme gtatutory powers lere. Nither-
to we huve heen content with the

powera contnined in the Land Regulations,
for controllingreserves ; but those Regnlations
ure not very explicit in their application to
these purposes, for, although the Governor
muy place such lands under the control ofa
body tu be appointed for the purpose, that
power is not suflicient, and certainly not so
convenient ns having an Act of Parlinment
regulinting the conduct of the Boards, und giving
them certain powers, while alse allowing every-
one to see exactly under what powers these
Boarda excrcise their privileges. I now move
the second rending of the Bill.

Mr. R. F, SHOLL: T do not see uny provi-
sion by which Bourds of Maunagement, when
sppointed, can be removed, in the event of
theiv not acting properly.

Tue Premier: Clnuse 3 gives power to
cancel and revoke appointments.

Mgz, k. F, SHOLL: 1t will be advisable that
gowe limit should be put on the appointments
—aub any rate, 08 te the number of members of
Puriinwment who may be appointed on these
Hoards ; otherwise large sums of money may
he expended, and great power inny be brought
to bear in this House by mewmbers of Purlin-
ment who happen Lo be appointed on these
Boards. In the case of the Park on Mount
Eliza, several mewmbers of this House wmay be
appointed members of the Park Board, and
vory large sutns of money may be expended on
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it to the detriment of other parts of the country
and particularly when we hear of o proposal
for forming terraces on the face of the Mount.
Thero should be n limit t¢ the number of
wembers of Parlinment to be plaged on that
Board,

Me, MORAN: TYou wight alse consider
whether you should go a step turther, and
prohibit any cne who becomes a member of o
Park Board from evcr entering Porlinment
afterwards.

Mr. LEAKE : It does not, appear that com-
monages will come within the scope of this
Bill, und I should like the Premier to consider
whether they should not be imcluded. 'The
Premier will know that, indealing with com-
monages, there is some slight difficulty. The
only regulation applying to them is in the
Land Regulalions, which suys commonages
may be put under a hourd of management; but,
in practice, very little authority can be exer-
cised by those bodies in whom commonnges
are vesled. 1f the Government have consid-
ered this point, they will no doubt be able to
give reasong why comumounages should wot be
included in thescope of this Bill, 1Tf those rea-
sons are valid and good, I shall be glad to sup-
port them; but I do hope the Government
will give consideration to the suggestion I
have made. The pith of the Bill is in Clauee 8,
which gives a Board power to mabe by laws,
though I do ncteay the poweris an extensive
one, Onthe whole, [ think the Bill is one that
might well pass.

Tue PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
quite agree with the bon. member for Albany.
that it would be well to include commonages
in the scope of this Bill, if the commonages
were gettled in their arew and position as are
public parksund reserves. But,all overthecolony
comnmonages are set apart, not with a view
that they should be altugether permanent, for
gometiwes they are reduced in size and some-
times increased. There areinstances in which
it would be unwise, in the interust of the
colony, to make the commonages permanent
[ know of many commonages that have been

reduced in area, in a¢cordance with the wishes !

of the people; but, if we ploce commoenages in
a statutory position, by plucing thew upnder a
Buard such as the Bill contemplates in the
case of parks and reserves, we may find it
more difficult to desl with such commonnges
afterwards. 1 do not think the time has
arrived for plucing cosumonages in the same posi-
tion uy that in which wepropose to place parks
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and reserves, althongh I agree there is some
little difficulty with commonages under the
Land Regulations, which perhaps are not so
full and explicit aa they might be. I do net
think we need insert commonages in this Bill,
and I can ussure hon. mewbers that no great
harw will arise through leaving them out at
present. When they get more settledas to their
exact aren, we may deal with them in this
way.

Mp. TRAYLEN : T hope the Government
will make sure there is provision in the Bl
for the establishmnent of zoological gardens in
connection with parks and reserves,

Question put and passed.

Bill read u sccond time, nnd committed.

IN COMMITTEE,

{lauses I, 2, and 3:

Put and passed.

Clanse 4— Duby of 1 Board ;"

Mx. MARMION said he presumed these
Boards to ue appointed by the Government
were for the control of Government parks and
reserves, and were not for the control of
musicipal parks.

THE ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Mon, 8.
Burt) said these Boards weranot for the control
of municipal parks.

Clause agreed to,

Clauses 5 and 6:

Put and passed,

Clause 7—* A Board way appoint officers and
servants ™

¥e. GEORGE said the Bill should give power
to the Government; of the day for regulating
the salaries and number of officers which a
Board might appoint.

THE PrEMIER: We shall have the voting of
the money. )

Mgr. GEORGE said that would not be a
sutficient check againat extravagance. These
Boards might become important bodies, and
might, like the Agricaltural Bureau, want
highly paid officers; indeed, it might become
necessary for these Boards to have a Minister
of the Crown at their head.

Mr. RANDELL wonld not consider it a
bad thing if the Boards did tind it necessary
to appoint & number of officers, for the simple
reagon that such appointments wouwld he a
good indication of the progress of the country.
The measure wus one upon which he desired
to congratule the Government, and the move-
ment generally had his heartiest wishes for
its success.
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Mg, R. F. SHOLL: The positions of the
wembers of these Boards will be honorary, of
course ?

Tue Premier (llon. Sir J. Forrest): Cer-
tainly.

Clause agreed to.

Clause 8—* Board may muke by-laws ™

“Tue ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon. &

[12 SerremseEr, 1895.]

. would hava less to do.
" time would still be fully oecupicd.
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true the two departments were now to bave
seperate Under-Secretaries, it did not nt all
follow that the Under-Secretary for Railways
As a matier of fuct his
Apart
frow this, the increase was made on account

+ of years of service, and it was carrying out the

Burt) suid that, before the Bill was committed, -

the hon. member for Greenough had made a
suggestion to the effect that some provision
should be made for the establishment of
Zoological gardens in connection with these
park reserves. He would adopt the sugges-
Llion Ly moving an addition to the third sub-
section of this clange, which provided for the
management and congervation of park lands
and reserves. He moved, asan amendment,
thaé the words “ including zoological gardens ”
be added after the word ¢ reserves.”

Amendment put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) remarked that this wlteration would

reuder it necessary for the Lill to be re-com-

mitted, in order that Clause 5 might have u
similav addition made to it.

Clause as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 9 to 12, inclusive :

Put and pussed.

Preamble and titlo:

Agreed to,

Bill reported, with amendment.

ESTIMATES, 189586,

The further consideration of the Bstimates
was reswmed.

Vote: “ Railways and TI'ramways, £226,900 "
—(Debate continued.)

Mz. LEAKE desiied to refer to the item
" Under-Secretary, £500.” He would like to be
informed what renson there wasfor the increase
of £50 in the salary of the gentleman occupy-
ing this position, who was now tha Under-
Secretary for Works and Railways. The
tatimates of the Public Works Department
showed that it was intended to separate the

appear thatthe work of the Under-Secretary
who filled the dual position referred to, prior
to thip re-arrangement, would be very wuch
lessened, consequently there could be no
reagon for inerensing hie salary for doing n
lesser amount of work.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. . Venn) replied that, while it was

system of the Goverament by which gentle-
men holding these positions would gradually
reach a inaximum saliry of about £600, which
was the amounnt some of the Under-Secre-
taries were now receiving., A sulory of £400
was regarded as the minimum, and Mr. Alpin
Thomson was merely being raiced a stage
beeauee his years of scrvice, nuod the manner
iz which he had discharged his duties had
fully entitled him to this considerantion. Mr.
Thomson was o most valuable officer, and had
done his work most carefully and zealously.
He wus practically a walking encyclopsdia on
the affairs of the department. It was Mr.
Thowmson who would occupy the position of
Under-Secretary for Railways.

Mg. Leage: And whois to be Under-Secre-
tary for Public Works?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. B, W, Venn): Mr. Jull, the present
chief clerk of the department.

Mz. GEORGIE thought it was somewhat

. peculiar that the Under-Secretary, with a

sulary of only £500, should rank higher on the

. Estimates, as a matter of precedence, than the

General Traffic Mannger, who had a salary of
£800. Tf the Under-Secretary wns regorded

' as o supevior officer to the General Traffic

Manager, the office should, at any rate, carry
equal splary. Outside of that point, he really
thought it would be advantageons to the de-
partment if the Under-Secretary for Railways
wuas o geatleman who had had equal cxperi-
ence in the practical management of rail-
ways to that epjoyed by the General
TraficManager. The Under-Secretary should be
in 4 position to confer with the General Traftic
Manager on matters of practical working.
Personally, be desired tocongratulate the Gov-

. ernment upon the selection they had wade of
two departments, and from this it would -

n General Trafic Manager. The gentleman
carrying oui the duties of that office wus un-
doubtedly doing his work well, and with great
guvcess.  DMr. Thomson, too, was a most enpa-
ble officer, and one for whom he had the great.
est respeet, but he bad had no real experience
in the managewent of railways. The best wan
that conld possibly be got should be secured
for the position of Under-Secretary.
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Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) pointed out that the ques-
tion of superiority did not arise. The Under-
Secretary for Railways wus notsuperior to the
General Trafic Manager, and the hon. member
uppeared to misunderstand the position. The
two offices were entirely separnte. So far as
the appointment of someone with equal expe-
rvience and practical knowledge to the Genera
Traffic Manager was concerned, such a gentle-
man would be quite ont of place in the position
of Under-Secretury for Railways, and his abili-
ties would be thrown away. ‘The Under-Secre-
tury was mevely o medium of communication
between the Minister and the various branches
of the Departinent, and a very necessary officer
tobe in charge of the routine work, as weil
as to preserve the necessary connection
of the office between successive Ministers.

Me. GEURGE understoed from what the
Commissicner of Railways said that the
Under-Secretary was only & sort of superior
clerk. 'That being so, he was now quite satis-
fied with the salary paid to tbat officer.
Referring to the item * General Traffic
Manager, £800,” he wished the Commis-
sioner of Railways to’ inform the House
whether the General Traffic Manager was con-
sultedwith regard to the plans for the sidings,
stations, goods sheds, and other conveniences
of his department. In particnlur, he wished to
know whether the General Uraffic Munager
had heen coneulted upon the designs for the
Perth goods sheds and station yards, and the
Bunbury station yards.

'ng COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the General
Traffic Manager had Lcen consulted regard-
ing the works in question, and af all times
when designs connected with his branch of the
service had been prepured. He would be con-
sulted more particularly in the future, in the
event of the changes which he (Mr. Venn)
contewplated being adopted, when this officer
would probably held a higher posilion, and
exercise greater conirel in the depariment.
When Mr. Davies was consulted upon the
Perth goods sheds and station yards and the
Bunbury stution yurds, he was perfectly satis-
tied with the designs. When the sheds wad
yards at Perth were completed, it would he
fovnd that they were inost convenient, us the
works provided for earrying on the inwnrd and
outward traffic, independently of each other

Mgr. GEORGE said that in spite of the
assurances of the Commissioner of Hail-
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ways, he would not go from the posi-
tion he hud taken up, that, in regard
to the Bunbury statiouw yards, and the
Perth station yards and goods sheds, the
Guneral Traffic Manager had net been con-
sulted. Moreover, the plan of the Perth
goods sheds was one that no experienced
railway man would ever have approved, and
the sidings were heing 8o laid out thut the
goods trains would have to run up to the
Willinm-street crossing, therelyy Llocking the
passenger traffic, for which a road ought to be
kept clenr. With regard to the Bunbury
station yards, the design wus so bad that, if
it were desired for a train to make any cotn-
mwunicstion with the jetty, it could not do so
until the trucks at tho station had been
ghifted out of the way. But, whatever had
been the policy in the pret, he was pleused to
hear the Commisrioner say thut, in the future,
the General I'raflic Muanager would be fully
congulted hefore any changes which were
intended to fucilitate the work of the traffic
departwent, were undartaken.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RATLWAYS
(Hon. H, W. Venn), referring to the item,
“Engineer in churge of bkxisting Lines,
£600,” snid at present there was no officer
permanently filling this appointment, Lut, in
the veviaion of the wmanaging staff of the’
railwayz that was about to take place, the
office would be filled. Under the new system
there would he a Genera]l Manager of the
railways, to whom the Truffic Manager and
the other heade of the different branches of
the department would he responsible. At the
present moment the Engincer-in-Chief acted
a3 General Mavager, but that gentleman had
asked to be relieved of the pesition, and he
would be relieved if the House assented to the
proposal which, at a later stage, he (M.
Venn) proposed to make.

Mz. RB. F. SHOLL, reforring to the itewm
** Locootive Superintendent ({consulting),
£300,” aslked who was to fill the post?

Tue UCOMMISSIONER OF BAILWAYS
{(Hon, H. W, Venn) said the sppointment
would be given to Mr, Muther, who for many
years had creditably carried out the duties of
Locomotive Superintendent, but who unow,
through advancing years, was not able to take
80 aclive n part as formerly in the general
working of the Locowotive Department,
while, as consulting superintendent, Mr.
Muther would be able to render very valuable
service.
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Mr. A. FORREST said that if Mr. Mather !
wag such n valoed officer as he had been
described, and hed had to relinguish active
service by reason of his health failing him, he -
considered that he should he put on thesuper- .
annuation ligt, or given an appointment in
connection with the magistracy, or some other |
position. The country should not be saddled
with the expense of employing two Locomotive !
Superintendents, when one man counld do ull
the work required.

Mg. RANDELL eaid he could bear out what
the Commissicner of Railways had said with
regard to Mr. Mather being an efficient Toco-
motive Superintendent, for he carried out the
duties of the office, at one time, without the
assistance of n Shops Manager, which no other
Locomotive Superintendentin any of the other
colonies had ever done. He was glad to hear
that the Shops Mrnager, who was appointed on
the recommendation of the Commigsion which
enquired into the condition and organization
of the Ruilwny Workshops at Fremantle in
1893, of which he was a member, had given
entire satisfaction.

Mg. GEORGE ssid the country was now on
the eve of a great alteration in conmection
with its roilway system, by veasom of the
removal of the Railway YWorkshops from Fre-
mantle to the Midlund Junction; and he
hoped, therefore, that practical men would Le
secured to design the new Workshops buildings
in such a way as to emsure the work to be
done there heing carried out economically and
efticiently. In connection with the preparation
uof those plans, he thought it would be a grace-
ful act of the Government to acknowledge the
good work done by Mr. Mather in that direc-
tion, and ask his opinion ¢he being a {hor-
oughly practical man) as to the particular
form which thoae designs should iake. With
regard@ to the proposal to make Mr. Mather
the Consulting Locomotive Superintendent,
and to abelish the office of Shops Manager, he
tock it that the Govermment intended@ that -
the officer who had held the position of Shops
Manager at £400 a year, would be appointed
Assistant Locomotive Superintendent in
chavge, at £500 a year?

Mgr. R. F. SHOLL considered thot BMr.
Mather shouid have been pensioned off, when
it was found that the failure of hiy henlth
preveated him from discharging the duties of |
his poaition ; and, in order to enter his protest !
nguinst the country beiog called upon to pay
£3500 a yenr to an ofticer who waa merely to
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be consulted on matters concerning the loco-
motive department, he moved to strike out

: the item,

Mr. MARMION said he agreed with the
view which the hon. member for the Murrny
hud tuken of the proposed alteration of offices
in this branch of the department. [f proof
were wanting that Mr. Mather had heen an
efficicnt and capable Locomotive Superinten-
dent, it was afforded by the fact that he had,
in the face of the acknowledged difficulties
conncected with iuefficiently equipped Work-
shops at Fremantle, discharged his duties in
an admirable monner, and he hoped hon.
members would deal with him fairly and justly,
He trusted, and he believed, that Mr. Mather
would be able to do good ard efficient work
for many years to come in his new position as
consulting superintendent. The merealteration
of his title did not imply that he would
relinquish active service. His services at the
present critical period of the history of the
railways of the colony would be invaluable.
He, therefore, hoped--seeing the proposed
rlteration of offices in the department only
involved an additional £100 a yeur (which waas
the proposed inzrense to the salary of the late
Shops Manuger, who was to be the Assistant
Locowotive Zuperintendent in charge)—he
hoped that Mr. Mather would not be relegated
to the pension list, by having his salary struck
off the Eatimates, as proposed by the hon.
member for Gascoyne.

Mz. R.F. SHOLL said he objected to old
officers, whose health was failing them, being
kept on the active list, and he thought it would
be far more aatisfuctory to allow such officers

' to retire. - However, he did not wish to press

for the striking out of the item,

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. II. W. Venn) saud he hoped the hon.
member would not press his nmendment, be-
cause he trusted that Mr. Mather wonld.be
able to occupy the position of Cunsulting Loco-
motive Superintendent for many years tocome,
if his health lasted. He was a wuch valued
officer, whose opinions, on matters connected
with the locowmotive branch of the service, car.
ried great weight with the Government,

Me. LEAKL asked if it waa inlended that
the Consulting Locowetive Superintendent
should beallowed private practice P

THe CoMmissioNER OF RaiLwavs : Oh, ne.

Mr. LEAKE wished to know further what
the officer’s duties wonld he. Would he only
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advise the Governme :t on locomotive matters
when called upon todo so #

Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hen. H, W. Venn) said the eofficer would
always be found ut the Eailway Workshops,
and would supcrintend the work there. It

wag not intended that he should do any actual |

manual labor, but that he should generally
control the work done in the shops, and udvise
the Government when he was required to do
50.
hon. wemberfor Albany, as to whether this
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" that purpose, he proposed to secure the sev-

With vegard to the question asked by the -

officer would be allowed private practice, he |

mightinform the committee that he would not.
Sometimes private railway companies loaned
the services of the Locomotive Superintendent
through the Gtovernment, but the work he did
for those companies was purely hoborary.

Me. R. ¥. 8SHOLL asked leave to withdraw
his amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Me. GEORGY, raferring to the item
“Railway Accountant, £400™ (increase £50),
said he considered that, owing to the
delay of three years, which the railway mc-
countant (Mr. Fuchs) had ecaused in the
issuing of the Engineer-in-Chief’s report,
vwing to bis not having the anccounts of the
Railway Departinent up to date, and in view
also of the opinjon expressed by competent
witnesacs before the Civil Service Commis.
sion, that this officer was not a capable
officer, and, turther, in view of the
Awditor-General’'s statement in his report,
that serious, not to say grave, irregularities
had taken place in connection with the cash
receipts of the Central Railway Station—in
view of all these facts he considered it wnsnot
right that the officer in question should have
an ingrease of £50 in his snlary. He moved
that the item be reduced by £50.

Tag COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he considered that
£400 a year was not a sulficient salary to give
an officer occupying the responsible position of
railway sccountant. Yven £600 a year would
pnot be too mueb to pay a cowrpetent oficer.

Mg. GEorndE: Quite s0; but get the proper
man for the position.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he did not
think the iicrease of £50 wus more than
Mr. Fuchs thoroughly deserved. He (the
Commissioner) intended to re-organise the
system in vogue of keeping the accounts of the
Railway Accountant's Department, and, tor

vices of a New South Wales expert to assistin
that work. He did not know yet when the
gentlemnn referved to would arrive.

Mg. GeOorge: Do I understand the Com-
missioner to say that this New Houth Wales
expert is to be imported into this colony to
remain here P

e COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the loan of
the services of the gentleman in ques-
tion had Leen gnsked from the New
South Wales HBailway Department, but
some hitch had ocenrred in the arrangements
tbat would prevent his coming iwmmedintely
Ho wished it to be understood that the
Government, in bringing over this gentleman,
to report on the proposed re-organisation of
the system of keeping the railway nccounts of
the colony, did not wish to reflect upon the
professional ability of the present railway
accountant ; but it had been deemed necessary,
in consequence of the enormons increase
in the work of the Railway Account-
ant's Depurtment, to devise aime means
of altering the system in vogue in that
office. As to the delay in the prepauration of
returns asked for, concerning the business
done on the railways, and also in the issming
of the official reperts—which delay it had
been said wus caused by the railway account-
ant not having his accounts np to date—he
promised that the reports in future would be
issued regularly every year, and that they
would he more voluminous than they had
hitherto been.

Mir. MARMION said there could be no
doubtas to the gremt responsibility resting
upon the officer holding the position of railway
accountant ; uhd as {o the necessity of having
a capable officer in the position ; and, grant.
ing that the present occupant of the office was
a capable officer, ho considered the suggested
salary (£400 a year) was not too large. Per-
somally, he knew nothing of the capabilities of
Mr, Fuchs, but he was aware that the husiness
of lns department had increased enormounsly
during the time he had held the position of
Eailway Accountant. It was, therefore, satis-
factory to learn that the services of an expert
in roilway accounts were to be secured, because
it was of the greatest importance that the
railway accounts of the colony should be kept
accurately and up todate. Hon. members had
heard from time to time thut irregularities in
the railway accounts did exist, but he did no$
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believe, himself, that ifthoseirregularities did
exist, they were not cansed through any want
of eapacity on the part of the present Railway
Accountant, but, on the contrary, aroee
through the enormous increase of the work of
the department. He wonld be glad to see the
repert of the expert whom it was proposed
should come to the colony, nnd give an opinion
a8 to tho best method to be adopted for effec-
tually coping with this increase of business,
while, at the same time, he would be gratified
to learn tbuat that expert was of opinion that
the present Railway Accountant was a capable
officer,

At 6.30 p.m. the Chairman left the chair,

At 7.30 p.m., the Chairman resuwed the
chair.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to Ilem 6 (Railway
Accountant, £400; increase, £50), moved that
the amount be reduced by £50. He had been
pleased to hear the Commissioner of Railways
state that the accountant’s branch was to be
put on a better basis. If the accountani’s
work had been eflicient and up to date, the
report on the working of the railways during
the last three and a half years would douht-
less have been presented earlier. Indeed, if
the nccountant’s work were kept properiy up
to date, this officer might then be regarded as
efficient, and deserving of a salary of £500 a
year. Tt was notorious that the work of this
office had not heen done promptly, efficiently,
or accurately. The Auditor-General, in his
laat annual report, stated at page 142:—“ It
“ig with much regret that T am obliged to
“ point out the seriouws, mot to say grave,
*irregularities which have taken place at this,
“the Central Ruailway Station of the colony,
“in connection with caeh receipts. However,
“gvery opportunity hos been afforded the
“ officinls concerned to explain natters; but
“ unfortunately, notwithstanding the fact that
“ the original deficit of £324 14s. 7d. had been
“reduced to £263 ls. 7d., still further dis-
* goveries were subsequently made, disclosing
“that the actual amount of the deficit in
“jin guestion had increased to the suw of

“£607 2s. 8d." It appeared that the
accountant had a staff of about 22
officers, nnd yet all the returns were

behind, and the accountant, when called upon,
had not given any satisfactory explunaiion
with regard tv the total deficiency of £607 2s.
84 beyond stating that he suspected certain
per-ons, but he had not been able to sheet
home the deficiencies to any particular officers.
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In view of the unsatisfactory state of the
railway nccounts, nnd the failure of the
seconntant bo keep the work up to date or to
explain the deficiencies, it wns not a proper
principle to increase his salary. No private
firm would do ik, in such circumstances, If
the accountant had been overworked, the fact
ahould have been discovered earlier and
remedied ; but, if ke was not overworked, why
should the nccounts and the returns be 8o
much in arrear? It was no antisfaction to
diecover errora and deficiencies after the de-
faulters had left the service. It hnd been one
of the duties of the accounntant to collect
moneys from the public for work done by the
locomotive branch; and, to give an instance
which ocourred in his (Mr. George's) own
business, so far buck as Decembsr last, a
smell sum became due for work dome by the
locomotive branch for his firm, Lefore he
became a member of this House. But the
account was nok rendered from the accomnt-
ant’s office until the 4th or 8th of September,
ingtant. If other accounts were delayed mo
long before being rendered, there could be
no surprigse if the Government lost money in
this way.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH suid there was a
feeling among the public that the railway
accounts were kept in & most unsatisfactory
manaer; and f the principal accountant's
salary wae to be increussed, in these circuam-
stances, the effect must be demoralising to the
whole service. Whether the accountant was
responsible for the irregulnrities or defal-
cutions which had occurred, did not appear;
but some sufficient assurance should be given -
by the Cominissioner that this sort of thing
would not continue, If subordinnte officera
could comwmit defalcutions, and get nway
before the discovery, and before any penalty
could attach, this sort of thing would be
demoralising to the whole civil service,

Me. A. FORRLST said that, ofter the
remarks made by the hon. member for the
Mwray, the Commiggioner should have risen
at once, and either have refuted such danaging
etatements or said he would agree to the
reduction of this item. [f the statement was
true, as to delay from Decewmber till the fol-
lowing Septewber Lefore an account for work
done was rendered, the case showed gross
irregularity. Whispers were abroad that the
Roilway Accountant’s Department was vot
conducted as it ought to be ; and it behoved
the Government Lo alluy this feeling, and to
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pay some one who would at omce carry out
these duties properly. There had been
irregulurities in this branch, and officers had
been charged, not only in the department, Lut
in the Supreme Court, with misappropriation
of money. There appearcd to bea want of
proper supervision ; and, unless the Com-
wmissioner gave satisfactory nassurances, he
would vote for the rednction.

Mg. K. F. SHOLL enid the continual in-
crenses of officers and salaries in the Comumnis-
sioner’s department showld at lenst secure
efficiency. Compuring the Railway Account-
nnt’s salavy with that paid to a very old nnd
responaibleofficer in the Lands Department, he
found thiscld officer’s salary was £375 last
year, and was increased this year to £385 ; ac
that the Railway Accountant would, if now
raised to £400, be receiving move galary thun
that old officer. ‘This difference of treatinent
was unfuir to the old officer, who was partica-
larly efficient. He (Mr. Sholl) must support
the reduction of the item hefore the committee,
though he would have preferred to reduce the
amount by £25, ratber than take off the whole
of the increase.

Mr. MORAN said the position taken by the
mover, in propesing thisreduction, was unten-
able. Nearly £300,000 u year in railway re-
ceipts were passing through the hands of the
Railwuy Accountant,and the amount for the
current yeur might reach £360,000, and the
head of this important branch ought to Le
pnid an adequate satary. Tf the charges which
had been stated in vague terms, by the mem-
ber for the Murray, were correct, this
officer wae unfit for his position, and
to rvetain hiw in that position abt even o
reduced salary, as was proposed by the hon.
member, would be inconzistent and impelitic,
If, on the other hand, this officer was efficient,
and if the alleged irregularities were not due
to him in any wry, a8 he (Mr. Morun) believed
was the true position of the matter, then this
officer would be underpaid, even at £400 a
year. As high as £600 u year was paid to
Under-Secretariesof departments, whose duties
ware not s0 responsible or s0 arducus as those
of this officer. The indefinite charges made
against this officer by bhe hon. wember for
the Murray were unproves and unsupported
by any tangible facts; therefore, to reduce
the accountant’s salary upon unproven charges
would only bring obloguy upon those members
who took this line of action. No matter how
atringent the regulations might be, some
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reliance had to be placed on the honesly of
suberdinnte officers in handliag the cash; and
the fnct that small defalentions had ocenrred
in the roilway accounts would not le extra-
ordinary, in cowparison with the lurger and
mote frequent defalcutions occurring in the
public service of other colonies. He hoped
the Comunissioner would be able to show that,
80 far as the Railway Accountant was con-
cerned, no chorge could be laid aguinst him.
Tne COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Vcon) said that as the hon.
member for the Murray had stated, at an
curlier stage that evening, that he would not
helieve any statewent which he (the Commis-
sioner) might make in contradiction to state-
ments wade by that hon. member, probably
the hon. member would hardly be satisfied to
accept any statement which he (the Commis-
sioner) might now malke in refutation of what
the hon. mewmber for the BMurray had just
alleged agrinst the Railway Accountant, upon
information which the hon. member might
consider to be more accurate than thet which
he (the Commissioner) possessed. 'The state-
ment made by the hon, member as to the long
delay in rendering an account could not be
answered exactly nt present, in the absence of
information; but the delay might have
cecurred in the locomotive branch. He had
alrendy stated that a thorough investigation
of the Railway Accountant’s office was to he
made: but the necessity for this might not
have arizen From any douht on rhe part of the
Government as to the ability of the Railway
Accountant to fulfil the duties properly,
but it wight be deemed advisable De-
cause the old system of keeping accounts
hore was mnot up to the most improved
systems in vogue elsewhere. He was apt to
think so from the wmuny conversations he bad
had on thia subject with the General Traffic
Manager. ‘Ibe preseat accountant might be
quite capable of working another system, if
once put in possession of it. There were
difficulties attached to the present system
which could not be easily overcome; and, in
order to place the Departiment on a move satis-
factory footing, the Government had already
sought the services of an officer to be lent by
the New South Wales Government, and he
was expected to arrive here shortly. Aswould
have been seen in the report of the Auditor-
General, sowe deficiencies or defaleations had
occurred in thiz department; hut in a lurge
system of account keeping there might be
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ervors likely to arise in the combination of
accounts from different atations on the various
ruilways, though they might not be defalea-
tions. There had been some deficiencies,
which had not yet been sheeted home to any
individunal officer, nlthough there wight he

* strong suspiciona; and, although the amount
wouldbe lost to the country, still that mightbe
duenotentirely to o want of ability on the part
of the nccountant, but might be more dne to a
system of account keeping that was not
aufficiently in tonch with the increasing rail-
way husiness of this country. He believed the
present accountunt had worked honestly mnd
fairly ; and, this Leing so0, he hoped the hon.
mewmber would be satisfied with the strictures
he had pussed on the Department, and with-
draw the motion for reduction. He {the Com-
missioner) would not huve recommended to
+his House an increase of salary, unless satisfied
that it was well merited. 'T'his officer, Mr.
Fuchs, had been in the service since 1884, and,
up to the present, there had been no reason to
auspect that he wius unable to deal properly
with the accounts of the coleny,

Mr. GEORGE eaid that, in disagreeing
with any statement made by the Commissioner,
this did not necessarily imply that he dishe-
lieved the Commissioner’s word. He did not
think the Commissioner would knowingly
make a atatement in this House that was
natrue, He objected to the remark made by the
hon. memberfor Yilgarn, in saying that hehad
mude unprovenstatementsagainat the Railway
Accountant. Before making statements in thig
House, he tock care to nscortain that they were
true; and tho statements he had made in this
matter ware based upon certain evideuce which
had been taken, and the report of which would
be hefore hon. members in o few days. There-
fore, in speaking on the railway accoantancy,
he was speaking on a matter which he under-
stood, and on which he was entitled to speak
with authority. The (Feneral Traffic Manager
had said, in his evidence, that, if the account-
ani’s department were in his hands he would
get rid of some worthless men in it. As to
the old system of keeping accounta being a
cause of the errors or deficiencies, that system
haod been altered during the last two years, as
stated by the General 'F'raffic Manager ; and the
accountant had admitted, in his own evidence,
that the improved system introdanced by the
General Trafic Manager would preclude, in

[12 Serrexser, 1895.]

Eslimates, 1R93-6. 975
He (Mr. George) did not intend to withdraw
his motion.

Mzr. WOOD enid the motion should be with-
drawn, becnuge it wonld be invidions to single
out one officer for the reduction of his anlary.
The fanlts which had cceurved weredue to the
system, morethanto the acconntant. He wished
particularly to say that membera of the House
were at a disadvantage in discussing this and
other matters on which evidence had been
taken by the Civil Service (‘ommission,
because the memhers of that Commission were
in possession of evidence which other members
of the House had not yot seen. Such evidence

' should not be quoted in these discussions,
i until it had been presented to the House in

the future, such irregularities as had occurred.

regular course,

Mr. MORAN gaid the hon. member for the
Musray hod replied, in a rather heated
manner, to some remarks made by him on this
question. That reply was characterised by
sudacity, and what might be called consum-
mate cheek. After all that hod been said,

. there was not sufficient evidence to warrant

the Committee in passing what would be ve-
garded as a grave vote of censure on the Rail-
wuy Accountant, if the motion of the member
for the Murray weare carried. They should
not convict n man, and hang him, vefore they
tried him in a regulur way.

Motion (to redece the item by £50) put
and negatived on the voices.

Mr. GEORGT. {having called for a division,
and none being taken, there being omly one
voice) anid that ns Ttem 6 hnd been disposed
of in thnt manner, and ag he conld not get n
divigion on it, he must move for a reduction of
the nextitem. He much regretted to have to
do this, in order to emphnsize what he con-
sidered n pringiple that should obtain support
indisposing of bis last motion.

TRE CHalrmaN 8aid there was only one
voice, in the eall for n division, therefore no
division could take place.

Mgr. GEORGE said the one voice was the
voice of the hon. member for the Murrny. As
to liem 7 {Paywaster, £300; last year, £230),
there wns an increase ; and he found in the
Auditor-General's report, at page 4L, that the
gross trafic earnings——

Tag Caateman : The hon. member cannot
read that, unless it relates to the Paymaster.

Mgr. GEORGE : It does refer to the Pay-
\naster.
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TRe CmAIRMAN: The hon. member muat
keep to the aubject of Paymaster.

Mr. GEORGYF. : I am doing so.

Tre CHamyman: I must direct the hom.
member to sit down, unless he speaks to the
question of Poymaster.

Tae PrEMiER (bo Mr. George): You had
better sit down,

Mg, GEORGE : I auppeal to the Chair.
I to Le told—

Tue Premier : You know you are wasting
the time of the House.

Mz, GLOKGE : I usk the protection of the
Chair against interruptions frow the Treasary
bench,

Tue Cuasrgman: The hon. member must
cilther sit down or address himsgelf to the
question of Paymaster.

Meg. GEORGE : If you, Mr. Chairmuan, will
protect me ngainst: the unmannerly interjec-
tions of the Premier, T will speak onthequestion
of Paymaster. As to the proposed increase,
we muay fairly infer that if the hend of this
department hus not carried out the duties
eorrectly, the Paymaster cannot be entirely
free from —

Tue Craignan : Unless you can directly
connect that with the Pagymaster, we must
paas nn to the next item,

Mg, GEORGE (referring to interrupfions
from several members) : I must claim the
protection of the Chair.

THE Cuarrman: The hon. member must
reawne his seat. The next item.

Mep. R. F. SHOLL: 1 must protest, Mr.
Chairman, against your trentment of the hon
metgber.

Tue Cuatgman: The hon. member (Mr.
Sholl) must sit down. If he wants to call my
ruling in question, there is o legitimate way
of doing su.

Mgr. R. F, SHOLL: I protest against the
way in which members are interrupted by
members on the Treasury bench,

Mg, MARMION said he did not rise with
the view of taking any exceptiorn to the item,
but merely with the object of eliciting infor-
nintion. He noticed that, in 1892, thia officer
was receiving a salary ot £200, Tn 1893 he
received £223, and this mmount was increased
jn 1894 to £230. This year the salary waa
proposed to be raised tothe extent of £70 in
ohe jump, and the reason for t.hig should be
explained.

The COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. 3. Venn) replied that this particular

Am
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officer had heen in the Department since 1887
and, until this year, his duties had not been
of such an important character as they were
at present. The Hon. the Premier hud inform-
ed the House of thechange made in connection
with the Advance Accounts, aud it bad become
the duty of that officer to control that branch
of the payments, in addition to what he had
previously dome. His vesponsibilities were
grently increased, and the work of his office
was generally of such n responsible churacter
that no private firm would dream of ex-
pecting anyone to do the work for such
an excessively low salary as that pre-
viously received by this officer. Even £300
a yerr waa & very low rate for a gentleman
who had carried out the responsible duties of
the office so well, who hnd proved hia general
capability for the position, and who had the
full confidence of his superior officers. He
trusted the committee would nllow this vote to
remain as it stood on the Katimates,

Mg. GEORGE, referring to the item
“ Truvelling Auditor, Railwny Accountant’s
Office, £200,” aaid he regretted not beipg in
the position of being able to place before the
House certain information affecting these
audit officera. He was not at the present
mowent prepared to do se. He had not antici-
pated the discussion taking the turn it did,
otherwise he would have furnished himself
with the proofu of facts within his knowledge,
nnd which faets ought to be known to hon.
members. The report of tae Auditor-General
showed that thesc travelling auditors had
done their work in a meost inefficient and
faulty manner, and mwany inaceuracics had
been discovered. References had heen made
to the fact that certain members were
making use of the evidence given before
the Civil Service Comwmission, He had
been particulacly careful to avoid this until
the hon, member for Geraldton had done so
the other evening and then he (Mr. George)
felt it his dufy to put the Honse in possession
of facts very necessury for hon. members to have
in their possession in urder to arrive ata just
decision. The evidence given before the Cowm-
mission on these question of the travelling
anditors showed that the work had been in-
accurately done, and in a faulty manner
generslly, He moved that the item be re.
duced by £20,

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. GEOBRGE said he also desired to
refer to the next item on the votue—that of
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“Travelling Auditor, Railway Accountant’s
qffice, £200.” This was an additionul officer,
apparently, but the report of the Auditor-
Goneral showed that the work of the depart-
wient in respect to the auditing at comntry
gtations was performed by very ineflicient
officers. He saw no reasen for raising the salary.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hor, 3, 'W. Venn) remarked that he would
be most happy te give the hon. mnember every
possible information, but he could not agree
with the suggestion that this officer wus
inefficient. As a matter of fact, that officer
had been placed on this particalar work at the
request of the General Traffic Manager, who
had strongly recommmmended the salary pro-
poged in the Estimatea. Thia particular officer
had only been a short time in the office of
Travelling Auditor, but had already given
much eatisfaction to the General Traffic
Manager, under whose control these travelling
anditors were.

Mg. A, FORREST remarked that charges
had been continunally made that evening by
the hon, member for the Murray against cer-
tain officers in this department, and many of
these charges were of a grave character. The
members of the House, he was sure, did not
like to doubt the hon. member’s statements,
but they had not the advantage of possessing
the information known to him as a member of
the Civil Service Commission; consequently,
considering the gravity of the charges, it
wouid bhe advisable, in his opinion, for the
debate to be adjourned until the evidence
taken by the Civil Service Commission was in
the hands of every hon. member,

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) said that, if it was the
general desive of hon. members, he wounld raise
no objectien to the adjournment ; but, at the
. smma time, he wasg quite unable to see what
good effect an adjournment would have, To
wait for the evilence of the Commission might
mean waiting for an indefinite period, and tho
Estimates had already been very mnch deluy-
ed. So far as the statements of the hon.
member for the Murruy were concerncd, he
(Mr. Venn) had been informed by other
members of the Commission that eounter evi-
dence had yet to be taken, and that, until this
was obtained, no reliable opinion could be pro-
nounced. While he had no desire to do any-
thing other than to meet the wishes of hon.
members as to adjourning the consideration
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charges against any particular officer
could affect the Estimates. A suw would have
to be voted for tho office, no matter what oc-
cmred to the person who was now filling that
ofice. Under the ciremmatances, he thought
the consideration of the Estimates might be
proceeded with.

Mr, GEORGE desired to impress upon hon,
mewmbera the foct that the statements he had
made could be fully borne out by the evidence
given to the Commission. He did not say
there was roon for a positive charge against
n particular official, but the whole branch had
been faulty, und the remarks of the Auditor-
General showed thatsome of the officers must
be both incompetent and inefficient. He had
no personal feeling against any official, but, in
view of the statements of the Auditor-Goneral,
it did appear a strange thing to raise the
salaries of officials whose work had been
described ag faulty.

Mg, MARMION said that with regard not
only to this item, but the item following it
{which provided for
auditor), it appeared that the officialgoceupying
these positions were new to the service. The
positions of auditors required to be flled by
thosy who were not only akilled accountanta
but who should also have a complete know-
ledge of the system of the department. The
fact that these gentlewnen made an audit of
the country astations meant that these acconats
would not afterwards receive the samo close
scrutiny as they would have been awarded
otherwise ; therefore, it would be a serions
thing if the aundits carried out by these
officiala in the department were incomplete or
faulty in any way. He should like to know
whether the Commissioner had been satisfied
thatthe perasons occupying these positions
really were capable of performing the duties
appertaining to their office.

The COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{(Hon. H. W, Venun) said that one of these
officers hud entered the service in July, 1804,
Me. Smith. [AwHon. Memper: Not Mr, Alli-
son Smith ] No. He was known to tha Genaral
Traffic Manager to be s thoroughly capalle
man, and, whatever the increases were, they
were being made on the strong recominenda-
The
other officer referred to was first engaged in
January, 1895, and he was also recommended
by the Geneeal Trufic Maunager. So far us
the work of these officers was concerned, he was
given to understand that the Acditor-Gereral

a third travelling .

-
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hud alveady referred to the wonderful aod
marked improvement that had taken place;
and this was owing to the new system of andit-
ing adopted, and to the manner in which the
travelling auditors were performing their
duties. He could assure hon. members that
the Genernl Trafic Manager was most careful
in satisfying himself that the officers dis-
charging these responsible duties were
thoroughly eapable and trustworthy men.
Mg. GEORGF considered some information
should be given hen. members with regord
to o new jtem on the Estimates * Stores
Manager, £400.” He would like to know
what the intentions of the Department on this
matter were. He found in the very interest-
ing report of the Engineer-in-Chief some
references o the subject. That gentleman
said :—“ As regards the Stores Departueat,
“ the modification made therein, on 1stJannary,
“ 1894, at the instance of the Aunditor-General,
“ may possibly have had the effect of facili-
“ tating the nudit business, but, be this as it
“ may, it has certainly had the effect of alto-
“gether depriving the Public Works and
 Railways Depurtments, since 1st January,
1894, of the assistance of a stores orgnaise-
“ tion, for all the more important purpoges of
« administration for which such stores organi-
“sation i8 requisite, hamely, inter olia, the
“ careful studying of whatis required hy all
“branches of the service, in conjunction with
“ indents current, and stocks in hand, and the
“ meeting of all requirements with economy
“and promptitude, while at Lthe same time
“ avoiding so tar as is poagible, the creation of
“dead stock. Just, in fuct, as u capable
“ merchant provides for the probable require-
“ments of his trade, while relegating to sab-
“ordinates the routine work of receiving
“the stock, when it arrives, and dis-
wposing of it whem it ie asked for
“This routine mechanical operation, of re-
“cpiving and issuing (as a locker of o bonded
“store receives and issues) ig, in fact, ali that
“ the existing stores organisation does, or at-
“ tampts to do, and the necessity for some
“much wore expert and efficient adwinistra-
“tijon (of the very large mercantile business
“which the purchase und custody of stores
“and materials for the Public Works and
“ railways Departments is developing into)
“ must therefore be very obvious. Besides
“ this, too, the Western Australinn system of
“ Railways is the only system of railways in
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“endenvoring to work without the aid of a
“ghkilled Stores Branch, under the immediate
‘“ gontrol of the head of the Raillway service;
“apd I am glad to find that this dangerous
“ experiment, of attempting to perform
“miracles, which cannot have failed to
*“have caused some waste in the pmat, and
*“which would necessarily involve enor-
“mons waste in the future, iz npot
“any lopger to be contioued.” The
only information he (AIr. George) required
was, whether this item on the Estimates was
identical with the appointment foreshadowed
in the Engineer-in-Chief’sreport, and, also, who
had beer doing this work hefore. They kmnow
that some time ago there was a separate atores
system, and it would be interesting to know
why, after that system had been altered, the
old system was being reverted to.

Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H, W, Venn) replied that it was not
the intention of the Government to interfere,
in any way whatever, with the position or
work of the Government Storekeoper, Mr.
Pether, who had hitherto also filled the oflice
of Railway Storekeeper. At present the whole
of the stores were under the control of the
Treasury Department, the change from the
dual system having been made some time
previcusly, at the suggestion of the Auditor-
General. The whole of the stores were treated
by the 'Ireasury as uan asset, but they
were not charged to the various depart-
ments  until  they were reguired and
obtained from the Government Storeleeper
on requisition. This had been found
very impracticable, so far as the Railway
Department was concerned. There was really
no intention to create a separate department,
but it was thought far better to have an
officiul specially appointed to protect “be
railway stores, so far as the issue and re-issue
of goods was concerned. According to the
present system, if a diving-dress, for instance,
was required for work at the Bunbury jetty,
the cost would be charged to the jetty. That
particalar article might not be used for more
than & couple of days, and it was necessary to
have some place where it conld be returned,
and some officer to see that it was returned,
when it was not further required. There wia
no return of goods under the existing system,
for the reason that, when stores were issued
and charged agninst a particular vote, the
matter had no further concern for the Rovern-
ment Storekeeper. It was just as necessury
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to have proper supervision over the stores,
after they had been given out, as it was to
exercise cara in bringiug them inte the Stores
branch in the first instance. The railway
storekeeper would be required to see that
supplies did not run short, to see that requisi-
tions were in proper form, and, generally, to act
ag & medinm between the Railway Department
and the Government Storekeeper. Besides
this he would requive to prepare the indents,
and this would necessitate great care in order
to prevent o great quantity of stores being
dumped into the colony before they were
wanted. Considerable expert knowledge was
reguisite to carry out the duties of this office,
and, consequently, the position was an import-
ant one in every respect. The appointment of
such an officer was necessary in the interests
of the Department and of the country. The
Colonial Treasurer quite agreed with the
suggestion that the issue of railway storves to
the varions branches of the service should be
made through an officer wholly responsible
for the proper performance of the work of
issuing atores, in the first place, and then of
taking care that stores mot required, or for
which there was no further use, were returned.

Me.S30LOMON asked whether this officehad
been filled? If not, he trusted the Govern-
went would appeint some one who had already
done good service for the country, if there was
anyone with the requizite experiecce to fill
such a post.

Teeg COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that, at present, he
had oo one in his mind who was likely o be
appointed. If anyone could be obtained who
was already in the service, he was not likely
to go outside to fill the vacancy. Personally,
he did not care where a man eame from—oven
if it was the North Pole—so long ns he was
thoroughly capable and experienced in the
work.

Mr. CONNOR enquired whether any appli-
cations had been received for the position.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn}: No; I bave had the name
of n gentleman mentioned as being suitable,
but no direct application has been received.

Mg. CONNOR desired to emphasige the
guggestion of the hon. member for South
Fremantle; if there was a capable officer
already in the Department he sghounld be
appointed to the new position.

Mg, MARMION did not agree thatsuch an
officer as the one proposed to beappointed was
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at all necessary. He did not believe in the
system at all ; it was simply returning to the
old state of affairs, which had given rise toso
much trouble in the past.

Tre Cuaruan desired that hon. members
would observe the rules laid down in dealing
with these items, If the hon. member desired
to de more than ask a question he would have
to move an amendment.

Mz. MARMION was quite prepared to
move, pro formd, that the item be strock out.
He objected to the aystem altogether, and, if
better supervision was required over re-issues,
that eould surely be obtuined by appointing
someone under the Government Storekeeper
to do the work. IE two separate branches
were created in the wanner proposed, then it
would resolve itself into a question of conflict-
ing interests. The whole of the stores for the
colony should undoubtedly be wunder the
control of one storekeeper, and he should be
held responsible. It was an extracrdinary
thing that the gentleman who now filled the
position of Governmment Storekeepeer, and
who had been in the serviee for years,
regeived only £400 a  yeur, while the
proposed Eailway Storekeeper, an entirvely new
officer, was to receive the same awount
upon his entering the servicee. What the
creation of a separate Railway Stores Depart-
ment meant was that there would be really
two Kings of Brentford. Each would be
pulling against the other. If any persen
was appointed at all, he should be subordinate
to the Governient Storekeeper. Having said
this mmech, bhe would lite to withdraw his
amendment thatthe item be struck out.

Upon the question, that leave be granted
to withdraw the amendment, being put,—

Mgr. R.F. SHOLL objected to the with-
drawal, He could mot agree with any pro
posal which meant a return to the old system
of issuing stores. Neither could he under-
stand why the gentleman who was to occupy
this position, was to receive £400 a year, while
the Government Storekeeper, with much more
responsible duties, only received a similar
salary. ‘The evils of a separate system of
stores for the railways had been clearly shown
jn figuras quoted by the hon, member for the
Murray, the other evening, showing the un.
fortunate position of Vigctoria, under Mr.
Allison Smith's »dgime, and how hundreds of

N thousands of pounds’ worth of storeshad been
i imported, and were lying unused and value
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less. Such n system as this was not wanted
in Western Australia,
Tar PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
thought there could not be the same objection
to this item,when it was jexplained that a sepa-
rate department was not to be created. The
present systemn was proving most awkward in
many ways for the railway departinent. It
had woried very well until the development of
the railways, and of the colony, had become so
rapid; but, now, the necessity for requisitioning
the Government Storekeeper for cvery little
thing required in the railway service wus
attended with many difficulties. 'I'he officer
proposed to be appointed would not interfere
with the work of the present Government
Storekeeper in the slightest. What he sup-
posed would be dome would he that the
Government Storekeeper would issue a certain
amount of stores to the Railway Store-
keeper, who would re-issne them to the
branches of the service, as the stores were re-
quired. The Railwuwy, Storakeeper would also
be required to prepare indents, and present
requigitions in proper form, as well as take
cure the supplies of the department did not
run short. There were two ways of obtnining
the same results. Onc would be by appoint-
ing somecne directly under the Government
Btorekeeper, and merely create o branch of
- that department; and the other would be hy
appointing semecone more directly in touch
with the Railway Depariment, und morve under
the immediate control of the Minister. At
present, the system of issuing stoves was satis.
fuctory ; but there was no supervision over
them after they had left the Government
Storekeeper. In shis way many valuable
articles had been lost.  For instance, a boring
machine had been lent to some paople at Robe
River,and it had been left.there. As soonns the
goods were isaued and charged by the Govern-
ment Storekeeper to some particular vote, they
did pot comcern him further. What had
struck the Government was that it was equally
as necessary to properly supervise the use of
the stores after they had left the Gtowvernment
Storekeeper, n3it was while they were in his
possession ; and this would be the work of the
proposed new officer. The position was one
which would require an experienced man to
fill properly. The Goverument had agreed
that while everything wonld still have to come
throngh the Government Storekeeper, it would
be more advantageous to the Railway Depart-
went te have a storekeeper under its own
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control, to take the responsibility of the
re-igsuing of these stores.

Motion to strike out the item put
negutived,

Mg. RANDELL nsked the Director of Publie
Works whether it was intended to appoint a
logal or an imported officer to the post under
discussion (Railway Storekeeper). Thers wag
a general opinion that no West Australian
need apply for an sppeintment in this depart-
ment.

Twe COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W. ¥Venn) replied that, until the
committes paseed the vote, it would have been
premature for him to have selected any officer
for the appointment, If he could find a good
man in this colony he should he glad to give
him the preference.

Me. GEORGE was of opinion that, as the
Government Storekeeper only received £400
per annum, the Stores Manager of the railways
should not begin with more than £300 per
annawm, He woved, as an amendment, that
the item be reduced by £100.

Mr. A. FORREST pointed out that the
Government Storekeeper was a very old and
efficient officer, who had been many years
working up to asalary of £400 per npnwn.
It would he wanifestly nnjust te place npon
an equal footing with the Government Store-
keeper, the Stores Manager of the railway
brunch of the puklic service, whose chief
duty (from what he understood from the ex-
planauon of the Director of Public Works)
would be the taking care of sccond-hand
material. As fur us he wns concerned, if the
post was intended for some pet of the
Engineer-in-Chief, who was to be brought
from New Zealand, he would be glad to vote
for the reduction of the item, in order that it
should not be too valuable a piece of pat-
ronage.

Amendment (to reduce the item by £100)
put and passed.

Mr. RANDELL, veferring to Item No. 29
(Cadet, £40), said that the Engineer-in-Chief,
on page 21 of his report, recommended that
cadets entering the railway service
should have & University training similar to
that whieh cadets received in the adjnin.
ing «colenies. He (Mr. Randell) was
guite in favor of cadeta beiny well educated,
but, in Westeen Anstralia, they could not attend
o University. He would like to konow whether
the cadets alrendy admitted to the railwny
service had exhibited defective education.

wnd
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Moreover, he would ask whether the cadets
bad to go through any special examination
before they obtained an uppointwent in the
department.

Tus COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. U. W. Venn) said the cadets in the
service had been found to be very capablo
young men. A board, of which the Engineer-
in-Ohief was a member, examined the candi-
dutea for cadetships, and those who passed
with the most credit wers chosen to fill the
vacancies. '

Mu. A. FORRESY, referring to item Ne.
32 (Outdoor Superintendent, £250), nsked
what the dnties of the superintendent wounld
be, and who would get the appointment,

Tve COMMISSIONER OF RATLWAYS
{(Hon. H, W, Venn) said an officer named H.
C. Davies—who, by-the-bye was not s relutive
of the Traffic Manager—had been appointed
from the Trafic Manager's office, in order to
cope with the pressure of outside work. ‘I'he
outdoor superintendent was really the senior
inspector. Mr. Duvies, who had been in the
service gince 1884, was credited with being a
very cupable man, and the General Traffic
Mannger had every confidence in him,

Mr. GHORGE, referring to Item No, 100
(muteriels und incidental expenses, including
claims for logs or detention of and damage to
goods during transit, £4,500), desired to bring
under the notice of the Comnmissioner of Rail-
wiys u case in- which the depurtment bad, on
# quibble, refused to compensate & consignee
whose produce had been damaged while it wus
lying on the Fremantle Wharf. "I'he attention
of the goods agent and of the stationmaster
at Fremantle was called to the damage, and
the goods agent promised that a ¢laim for
cowpensution would be recognised. On this
understunding the consignee took awny his
goods, and then he wus told that, as he had
taken them away, the department declined to
recognise nny responsibility in the matter.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that if a consignee
gave aclenn receip$ for goods, and afterwards
claimed coupensation, alleging that the gooda
were dunaged while they were in the cure of
the Railway Departwent, it was dificult to see
how the claim could e recognised. If vom-
pensation was paid under these circuwstunces,
some unscrupulous persons, finding that their
ghipents did not sell na profitubly as they
hud unticipated, might luy the blame at the
door of the department, and ask for recom-
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pense. At the same time, he (Mr Veunn)

hod alwnys been ready to recognise bona fide
elaims for the loss or damage of goode during
transit, snd he would be glad to talk over with

. the hon. member (Mr. George) the case which

had baen brought under the notice of the Com-
mittee. It might be added that pillage bad
been so rife, especinlly on the goldfields line, by
organised hands of thieves, who took away
cases of whisky und tobucco and other valuable
merchandise from the trucks, that it had been
found necessary to uppoint a number of detec-
tives, who had put o stop to a great deul of
the plunder.

Mg. GEORGE, ia thanking the Couunmis-
sioner for kisreply, said it was to ba regretted
that he (Mr. George) wus so often interrupted
by interjections from the Premier, when
bringing before the committee matters which
he  considered it was his duty to have
ventilated.

Tne Premiee (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): You
should not speak so often: we get tired of
you.

Mui. RANDELL asked the Commissioner of
Railways whether it wag his intention to pro-
vide the department with weigh-bridges.

Tuw COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon, H. W. Venn) stated that suitable weigrh-
bridges would be provided ana soon us
possible.

Me. ILLINGWOR'V'H, referring to ltem
No. 139 (Wages, guards, porters, etc., also
overtimne and extra labor, £18,305), urged that,
eonsidering the cost of living in this colony,
the wages paid to gnards and porters weve too
low. He was aware that these ill-paid men
were anxious to work overtime, but the
department should not be willing to overwork
the etaff, which had life and property in its
hunds. It would be very much better to have
to employ sufficient men to do the work, in
relays, upon the eight-hours system, instead of
keeping guards and porters on for twelve,
fourteen, or sixteen hours, as was now often
done. The working of overfitme wus not agood
thing for the department.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that in the railway
departwents of Victoria and South Australia
the eight hours system was adopted, but, in
New South Wales, gunrds had to work
fifty-tive hours per week, and porters sixty
hours per week. A comparison of the wages
puid 1u the other colonies showed that the
guards and porters in this colony had not



982 Estimates 1895-6.

much to complain of. In West Australiu the
minimum wage of a porter was Gs. per day,
and the mazimuin 6s. 6d., while guards earned
from 78, to 10s. per day. In South Australin
portere were paid from 6s. to 7s. per day, and
guards from 7a. 6d. to 10s, per day. In Vie-
torin a porter began at 5. per day and couwld
rize to 7e. per day, while a guard was paid 7s.
6d. to 10s. 6d., according to his grade. In
New South Wales, ns he had said, porters
worked 60 hours per week for from 6s. to 7s.
6d. per day, and guurds got for 55 hours per
week from 83, to 12s. per day. He hoped
that, consequent upon the establishment of
markets and the incresse of competition, the
eost of living in this colony would be very
wuch reduced in the pext twelve months. As
regards the overtime question, he was not in
favor of the staff working unduly long hours.
He would prefer the men to earn a reasonable
wage in reusopabl: hours of laber; but, in
order to overcome the pressuve of work, it
was sometimas necessary te work overbime,
“vhenever the eight hours system was advo-
cated, he always said thut it was a very gond
system, and would have his support, so long
ag the men did not expect rine hours pay for
eight bours work. He did not very much care
how short the hours were, so long as a man
wue ouly paid according to the mmmber of
hours he worked.

Mr. MORAY referring fo Item No. 182
(Wages—drivers, stoliers, mechanics, classified
according to regulations; also overtime and
extra labor, £19,785) desired to draw the
attention of the Commissioner of Railways to
the fact that 7s. per day was a very inadequate
wage te give to railway men on the goldfields
line, as they had to live expensively in an
almost tropical climate (which was inimical to
health), and to do a great deul of heavy work
in the goods branch, which was gencrally
very busy in equipping the mines. When a
miner got 10s. & day, surely a railway man
was worth more than 7s. a day.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said it would he very
difficult, where a large body of men like the
ruilway staff waa concerned, to treat some of
thetn better than others in the wmatter of
wages. 'The Department strove to do justice
to them all by transferring thew from place
to place, from time to time, so that the easy
and the hurd places should equally fall to every-
oue. The stufl was governed ny regulations,
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which were admitted to be very fairly drawn
up.

Vote (£226,800) agreed to.

Works and Buildings, £445,136 13s, 4d. :

Me. GEORGE referring to Item No. 1
(Under-Secretury for Works, £450) asked the
Directar of Public Works who was to be
appointed to the office.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) raplied that he had had
much pleasurs in offering the appointment to
Mr, Jull, the chief clerk of the department,
one of the most reliablo and able men in tho
service, aud one in whom he had every con-
fidence. IMr, Jull had been in the service for
four years, He wasa first-class aceountant,
and had a thorough grasp of the work of the
department. There was no officer in the
department be (Mr. Venn) und the Eugineer-
in-Chief had more respeet for or greater con-
fidence in. Mr. Jull was now receiving £350
per anpum, and the £450 that was set down
for the Under-Secretaryship was not in keep-
ing with the abilities of that officer nor the
importance of the dukies he would have to
performn.  Other Under - Secratarivcs were
receiving higher salaries, and he hoped that
next year, or later on, the House would be pre-
pared fo makeu corresponding incrense in the
salary of the Under-Secretary for Works.

Mr. GEORGE knew Mr. Jull to be a first-
class officer and a first-class accountant. Why
wus he not appointed to the Under-Secretary-
ship of Railways?

Tue CHaigman ruled the guestion to be
out of order, as there was no motion or amend-
ment before the chair.

Mg, GEORGE, referring to Item No. 3
(Accountant, £350), asked whether it woa
contemplated to inorease this item, which did
not appear to him to be an adequate remuner-
tion for so important a post as thut of
accountant of so large a branch of the public
service as the Works Department.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, H. W, Venn) said the accountant of the
department had resigned, and his resignation
had been reluctantly accepted. ‘The account-
ant was a very able oficer, znd, after he had
been ill-paid for several years, and was about
to leave the service, it would not he fitting
to offer his successor a larger salary. Per-
sonally, he theught that Mr. Simmwonds, the
gentleman in question, did right in leaving
Government employment. 1t was a miserable
thing to see wmen of ability given a petty
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increase of £10 or £15 per anouw, and he had
told many of them that they could do better
ontside the service. To many of the applicants
who came to him for a Civil Service post
he 8aid : * If you have no shility I donot want
you here; and, if you have ability, you cun find
& better career.” .

Mr. MORAN said that every officer in the
accountunt’s branch, even the accountant him-
self, had been very much overworked without
receiving extra pay, and he knew that une
man in particular, who wus then very ill—in
fuct was lying at death’s door—had worked
for no less than twenty hoursout of the twenty-
four. He thought it behoved the members of
that House to insist that the officers of the
Civil Service should only be expected to do a
fair day’s work, of eight hours, becauss it waa
not possible to obtain good results when the
employees in any department, or in any other
business, had to work so much overtime as they
had todointhisdepartment.Inepiteof theheavy
strain put apon the employees in the Accoun-
tant’s branch, he had every reason to believe
that the acconnts were nceurately kept, and
that no complaint could be made against the
oficers in that respect; and the least hon.
wembers could do was to see that those officers
—whose work was really worthy of com-
mendation—should be better treated in the
futare.

Mr. JAMES said he would like the Director
of Public Works to atate whether he was
aware that the clerks in the Accountant's
branch were overworked to the extent that
the hon., member for Yilgarn had stated,
because, if they had to work so much overtime,
it clearly showed that that particular branch
of the department was undermanned.

Mr. SIMPSON said that, according to the

[12 SeprExMBER, 1895.]

“Interim Report” on the Public Works j

Department, there were twenty-two account-
ants employed in the accountant’s branch of
the Department.

Tue OIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said they were not all
accountants, most of them being clerks. He
believed that the accountant's branch of the
Department was undermanned, and he re-
gretted exceedingly that the employees of
that branch had been so much overworked,
which he thought was partly due to the
acconniant himself, who was a veritable
whale for work, and probably expected the
sipaller fish in the bhranch to be whales also.
He hoped, however, that the system of over-
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time, which bhad prevailed for the last 12
months, would cease in the future, and
that, beyond ihose times when the
scheduling of accounts for payment de-
manded exbra exertions on the part of the
employees, it would not be necessary for
them to work overtime ot all. He had aut
all times been anxions to show some con-
sideration for those officere in his depart-
ment who had been overworked, by granting
them leave of absence to recoup themselves,
when the buginess of the depurtwent was
slack. At the same time, he did not believe
one bit in the wholesale syastam of overtime
that had, through force of circumstances,
existed in the department under his control.

M=r. MoraN: It is cansed by bad wmanage-
ment.

Tve DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H. W. Venn) said it was not so;
because even he himself nnd the accountant
also had had to work overtime, owing to
the constant interruptions by callers during
the day preventing them from doing their
worlk. Tha hon. member, therefore, could
not suy that the overtime system wus caused
by bad management.

Mg WOOD said he was oppoged to ngystem
of overbime in any Government deportment,
and, if the department in question were pro-
perly manned, there should be no accasion for
the employees to bave to work overtime at all.
He considered it was the incompetency of some
of the employees of this particular branch that
had given rise to the overlime system, Tt
could not he expected that grocers’ nssistunts,
or any young and inexperienced men who
weve pitch'orked into positions in the office,
could do the work of accountants.

Mz. JAMES said he agreed io all that had
fallen from the hon. member for West Perth,
with one exception, and that was with regard
to his statement that procers’ assistants could
wot be competent accountants. He believed
that many of them were quite as competent as
the present employees of this branch of the
service were.

Mr. MORAN said that a grocer’s assistant
could be secured at a salary of £70 a year. If
hon. members wanted to see brilliant officers—

THE CHAIRMAN: We are discussing the
[tem “ Accountant, £350,” now.

Mr. MORAN said he thought he heard
grocers’ clerks mentioned.

Mg. A, FORREST said thatno one who had
hod any practical experience of accountants
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or of any other class of clerical employees,
wonld any thatit was a desivable thing to
work them at night as well as in the day time;
but he did not think that any of the civil
servants were 50 much overworked as had heen
stated, because they could shirk their duties
if they liked, and still get as much credit as
those who conscientiously did a fair amount
of work for the pay they received. If, how-
ever it were true that the employees in the
accountant’s branch of the Public Works
Department were really overworked, he was
inclined 6o think there wus a screw loosec
somewhere.

M. SIMPSON said he entirely agreed with
what the hon. member for West Kimberley
had said, in regard to the undesirableness of
working clerks at night, because he had fouad,
after some years of commercinl experience,
that to do so had the effect of deteriorating a
man's powera to work in the day time. He
had learned that over £3,000 v year had been
paid to the Departweut uander debate for
overtime, and he thonght that better results
would be obtained if the work were done in
daylight.

Me. B. ¥. SHOLL suid there were many
men in the civil service who did the work of
others ns well ag their own, and he considered
that, if a little wmore supervision were exer-
cised over the dremes, there would be little
necessity for overtime being worked in any of
the departments,

Me. GEORGE, referring to the itew,
“ Engineer-in-Chief, £1,200,” said he would
like to know if it would Le possible
in foture thaf, in the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief, tho Engineering branch
snd the Architectural hranch should be treated
geparately, so that hon. members would be
able to ascertain the percentage of cost incur-
red by the Architectural branch of the depart-
ment in the erection of public buildings.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) suid hehud had a vefurn
prepared which showed thut the percentage
of cost incurred by the Architectural branch
in designing and supervising the ercetion of
public buildings was nbout 9 per cent.

Mg, MoraN: Thatis a very high percent-
age.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the pevcentuge he
had meationed included every bit of work,
great or small, carried out by the Government

[ASSEMBLY.]

Trustec Ordinance Bill.

on distant goldficlds, and at the other centres
of population.

Mg. MORAN said be was of opinion that the
percentage mentiomed by the Hon. the
Director of Public Works was very high, as
compared with the cost of supervision incurred
by private indivi'duuls in crecting buildings,
which was never more than 5 per cent. FPro~
bably the reason for the high percentage of
cost in the erection of public buildings by the
Government wasg, that there was too much
supervigion exercised. ‘This, as a rule,
hampered the ¢ontractors, and protracted the
completion of the works to an unreasonable
length of time

Tue Cusigsman: Hon. members are now
getting very wide of the question. 'T'he proper
time to discuss the question of Government
architecture will be when the vote for the
architectural stuff is reached.

ME. GEORGE said, with regard to the
Chairmun’s ruling, that he had asked the ques-
tion in regard to the cest of the Architectural
branch, beecause the Department of which the

. Engineer-in-Chief was the head, included the

" Architectural branch, und the item now befere

the Commnittes was that of the Engineer-in-
Chief.

Mz, SIMPSON said, with regard to the
percentage incurred by the Architectural
branch in the crection of public buildings, he
was sceptical as to its being only 9 per cent.,
as the Director of Public Works had stated.
He wasinclined to believe it was even higher
than 9 per cent., and he had figures in his
possession relating to the matter. He might
mention that the percentage in New South
Wales was exactly one balf, namely 4} per
cent.

Me. LEAKE said he wus sure that the an-
nouncement of 9 per cent. ssbeing the percent-
age of the cost of supervision, in erecting public
buildings, had come as a surprise upon hon.
members, and he moved that progress be
reported, in order to allow hon. members to
think over the matter, as it opened up a
very wide field for discussion.

Motion—to report progress—put and passed.

Progress rcported, and leave given to sit
again.

TRUSTEE ORDINANCE, 1854, AMENDMENT
EBILL.
This Bill wus received from the Legislative
Council, and, on the motion of DMR. James,
was read a first time.
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ADJQURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.34 o'clock, p.m.

Legislntite Assembly.

Tuesduy, 17th September, 1895.

A Corvection—Personal  Explanation—Coolgurdie-
Kalgooriie Railway Bill : third reading—Parks
and Reserves Bill: consideration of commitiee’s
report—Copyright Bl ;  second veading ; in
committec— Fenoing $ill: second reading— Esti-
mates, 1895-6: further considered tn committee—
Adjournment.

Tne SPEAKER took the chair ab 4.30 o’clock,
p-m.
PRAYERE.

A CORRECTION : PUBLIC WORKS, SUPER-
VISION OF.

Tug DIRECIOR Of PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that, at the close of
the debute in the Public Works vote, when
the KEstimates were under consideration the
other evening, he inandvertently made u mis-
take in stating thot the percentage of the cost
of demgning nod supervising public buildings
amounted to about 9 per cent. He hud since
had a refwwn prepared, showing bhe exact per-
contage of the cost of plans, supervision, ete.,
which he would lay on the table for tho inforn-
ation of hon. membera. It wounld be seen from
that return that the wcbunl percentage was
only 4°60 per cent., including the cost of super-
vision, and that, excluding supervision, the
percentage of cost for preparing designs or
pluns did not amount to more than 3-1 per
cent.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hou. H. W, Venn) said his attention had
been called to the fact that the hon, member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Moss) felt himself
somewhat hurt snd aggrieved at some remarks
which he (the Comwissioner) made the other

evening, in the course of his speech on the |

Raiiway Workshops question. He wished to

[17 SEeremBER, 1805.]

assure the hon, member that, in whot he said, |

Copyright Bill. 985
he had no intention whubtever to cust any
personal reflection upon the hon. member, It
was not custowary with him to rualce any re-
marks of a personnl character, and he desired
to assure the hon. member that any okserva.
tions which fell from him on the oceasion in
gquestion were merely of u geaeral character,
and had no personal reference to the hon,
member in uny way.

COOLGARDIE-KALCOORLIE RAILWAY
BILL.
Read a third tiwe, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil,

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
COMMITTEK'S REPORT.

On the Order of the Duy for the consider-
ution of the comwmittec’s report on this Bill,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. &.
Buart) moved a consequentinl amendment, in
Clnuses 3 and 5, to provide for the establish-
ment of zoological gardens in connection with
public parks or reserves.

Amendment put and passed.

Tur ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Houn. 8.
Burt), in aceordance with rotice, moved, with.
ont comment, that the following sub-clause
be udded to Clruse 3:—

(3.) A Board may sue and besued, and all
legul proceedinga may be taken by nnd against
a Bourd in the nome of the President of the
Bouwrd,

Put and poased.

Tue ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) also moved the insertion of the follow.
ing new clause, which he said, was introduced
to weet a suggestion thrown cut by the hon.
member for Albany, when the Bill wus under
discussion :—* The owner of any cattle within
the meaning of the Trespass Actk, hereinufter
cited, which are found trespassing on any en-
closed park or reserve, whether damnge is
proved to huve been committed or not, shall
forfeit and pay to the Board the like sums as
mentioned in the Trespuss Scaleof the Cattle
'I'vespass, Fancing, and Impounding Act, 1882,
in respect of trespass om a public street or
thoroughturc in u town or ¢ity, or im an en-
closed public cemotory.”

Cluuse put und passed, and comnittee’s re-
port adopted,

C"OPYRIGHT BILL.

SECOND READINT,
Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hom, S.



